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ABSTRACT

Ordination as a Buddhist monk in Thailand has the main
criterion that a Thai Buddhist man has to become the Buddhist monk
once in his life time when reaching the age of twenty years. He has to
do so to study dharma (the Buddha’s teachings) in order to interweave
Thai’s cultural and traditional heritages and signify their gratefulness
and gratitude to their parents. While living in their monkhood, they
rigorously seek for the knowledge of dharma together with that of
worldly livings in Buddhism. As Buddhist followers, they strongly believe
that one who practises dharma will live his life in moral decency with
complete wisdom par excellence as well as disciplines. Thereby, he
can undertake Middle Path following the key teaching in Buddhism.
As for a woman in the Buddha’s time, she had to play her roles as
qualified housekeepers as well as states of being housewives and
taking responsibilities for coping with household affairs and taking care
of family members. Due to these burdens, the woman in those days
were deprived of her rights, duties and their own statuses. So far, most
of Buddhist monks retaining their noble life have sought for pilgrimage
and subsequently played their vital roles in handing down the Buddha’s
teachings. At the same time of the Buddha’s, the interested woman
with high faith was allowed ordaining in Buddhism as a Buddhist nun.
Like Buddhist monks, some Buddhist nuns were able to achieve the
highest level of insight attainment to the extent that they became a
Worthy One (Arahant). Of them, one Buddhist nun became a Worthy
One and was appointed as excellence in rapid enlightenment. That
was why an ordained woman was literally labelled as ‘Bhikkhuni’,
Buddhist nun.
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